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Breaking ground

In the background, Robert Soule, left and Jim Rogers check out an area they excavated Wednesday on Carlanna Lake Road. The site
will be the home of a new single-story, eight-plex for people with developmental disabilities, run by Community Connections.
Excavation began Monday with completion set for June. Staff photo by Hall Anderson

By ANDREW DAMSTEDT
Daily News Staff Writer

Ketchikan Indian Community voters Monday approved increasing the term
of the Tribal Council president to two years, but voted down changes regard-
ing KIC’s enrollment ordinance.

KIC General Manager Debbie Patton told the Daily News Wednesday that
255 members voted in the election that took place Monday at The Plaza.

The vote on electing a president to serve for a two-year term was approved
147-97. Tribal council members terms already were set at two years.

Patton told the Daily News that any amendments to the constitution also
need to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior and she expected that
approval process to be completed before the January KIC elections.

KIC Tribal President Norman Arriola said Wednesday that the Tribal
Council certified the results Tuesday. He said having a one-year term means
that each new president is constantly catching up on issues, which can be
time-consuming.

A two-year term “brings stability to the table,” Arriola said.
Ballot measures involving changes to KIC’s enrollment ordinance all were

defeated, according to KIC information.
The measure to adopt the modified eligibility criteria for tribal enrollment

to “remove the blood quantum requirement and narrow the eligibility criteria
so that only lineal descendants of base roll and currently enrolled KIC mem-
bers are eligible for membership” was defeated 176-75.

The relinquishment-of-membership ballot measure was defeated 188-59.
That would have required members to notify the tribe when they move from
the island and relinquish their membership. It also would have established a

Two-year top
term gets nod
KIC voters nix enrollment changes

See ‘KIC election,’ page 2 

By LYLE GOULDING
Daily News Staff Writer

Some district schools have been hit
with “much higher than normal”
absences due to sickness during the
past few days.

Schools Superintendent Robert
Boyle said Schoenbar Middle School,
Ketchikan Charter School and
Houghtaling Elementary have had
the highest number of sickness-relat-
ed absences among district schools.

Those schools have had students
out sick at higher rates this year than
at this time other years.

Ketchikan High School has experi-
enced “slightly higher than normal”
absences, Revilla High School is
below normal, while Point Higgins,
Fawn Mountain and the Tongass
School of Arts and Sciences are at or
above normal attendance.

Approximately 30 students were
absent from Ketchikan Charter
School on Wednesday, Boyle said.
That’s approximately 17 percent of
the student body.

Schoenbar had about 65 of its 300
students absent Wednesday, Boyle
said. Fifteen percent of Houghtaling’s
students called in sick; the school’s

enrollment is around 320.
Boyle said many students are being

kept out of school with flu-like symp-
toms, but he has no evidence that the
sicknesses are the H1N1 influenza
strain.

The district is urging parents to
keep children home if they are ill.

“We are sending kids home that are
sick,” Boyle said. “We don’t want our
staff members to be at school if they
are sick. We’re asking people to be
thoughtful of their colleagues, stu-
dents to be thoughtful of their class-
mates — if you are sick, stay home.
We’ll miss you, but stay home.”

Newsletters sent out last week by
Houghtaling and Fawn Mountain both
contained information to parents
about flu. Fawn Mountain distributed
information about H1N1 vaccina-
tions, while Houghtaling offered
advice on stopping the spread of flu.

“If your child has a temperature of
99 (degrees) or higher please don’t
send them to school. Doctors are say-
ing to keep them home until 24 hours
of no fever,” the newsletter read.

The Ketchikan Public Health
Center advised the district to keep

Schools report
sick students

By SCOTT BOWLEN
Daily News Staff Writer

Bob Poe isn’t the highest-profile name in Alaska
politics, but he brings a full resume to his candida-
cy to become Alaska’s next governor.

And during a campaign visit to Ketchikan early
this week, Poe, who in January was the first candi-
date to declare a run for the 2010 gubernatorial
election, was clear that he believes his work expe-
rience will stand out when Alaska voters decide
who will be the state’s next governor.

“Of all the candidates running or thinking of run-
ning, the guy I think is the most able to deliver on
the promise of developing and diversifying our
economy is me — because I’ve done it in the past
and I’ve continued to do so while I’m running for
governor,” Poe said Tuesday in an interview with
the Daily News. “It’s what I am. It’s what I do. It’s
the way I look at the world.”

But Poe concedes he’s not the best-known candi-
date, even among the Democratic primary election
field that now includes Sen. Hollis French and for-
mer Rep. Ethan Berkowitz.

He’s hit the campaign trail early with a theme of
“I Know Bob Poe” to boost voters’ familiarity with
the candidate and his views.

Ketchikan residents might
recall Poe’s name from the early
2000s, when he was involved
with Ketchikan Shipyard and
Gateway Forest Products issues
as executive director of the
Alaska Industrial Development
and Export Authority.

Some might remember Poe
from the Alaska Energy
Authority, when he was involved
with transferring ownership of
the Four Dam Pool hydroelectric
projects to the municipal utilities

such as Ketchikan Public Utilities that receive elec-
tricity from the dams.

As director of the Alaska Office of International
Trade in 1988, Poe led the successful effort that
brought the Federal Express cargo hub for Asian
trade to the Anchorage International Airport.          

In all, Poe, 55, has served four governors, includ-
ing as commissioner of the Alaska Department of
Administration and deputy commissioner of the
Alaska Department of Transportation.

In the private sector, Poe has worked as a man-
ager for Coopers & Lybrand; as a senior consultant

for Price Waterhouse & Co.; and as a senior vice
president for Arctic Slope Regional Corp. sub-
sidiary ASCG Inc.

Poe said his experience in business and with
many parts of state government means he under-
stands what works and what doesn’t.

“I don’t say I have all of the answers, (but) I def-
initely understand the process,” he said. “That’s an
important part of the job.”

Poe’s visit to Ketchikan early this week included
conversations with business, state and municipal
officials as well as local media.

Although the primary election isn’t until Aug. 24,
2010, Poe announced his intention of running as a
Democratic candidate for governor back in January.

A big reason that Poe decided to make his first
run for public elected office was Gov. Sarah Palin. 

According to Poe, it was clear that Palin was no
longer interested in governing the state after her
vice-presidential campaign.

“What we need is a governor who’s focused on
Alaska and not on their political career,” said Poe,
who stressed that the governorship is his sole polit-
ical ambition.

“I’m not going to run for anything else — honestly,

Candidate Bob Poe visits Ketchikan

Bob Poe

See ‘Poe,’ page 2 

By DAN JOLING
Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE — The United States
must move forward with science
research to make good decisions
about how to manage human activi-
ties in the Arctic Ocean, the ambassa-
dor for oceans and fisheries said
Wednesday.

“The Arctic is certainly the least
well understood ocean on the planet,
and in particular the area of the west-
ern Arctic nearest the United States,
the Chukchi and Beaufort seas,” said
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
David A. Balton.

Balton spoke at the conclusion of
the International Arctic Fisheries
Symposium, a gathering aimed at pro-
moting international discussions for
conserving and managing future
Arctic fisheries. Participants sought to
identify gaps in existing management
and potential steps to address them.

Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke
in August approved a U.S. plan that
prohibits expansion of commercial
fishing in the U.S. Arctic until more is
known about the area. The Arctic
Fishery Management Plan was
prompted by changes that have come
with global warming and the loss of
sea ice.

Locke said the goal would be a sus-
tainable fishing plan that would not
harm the overall health of the fragile

ecosystem.
U.S. fishermen have not been

poised to sail north of the Bering
Strait for commercial fishing. In
Russia, Arctic cod moved north
because of warming oceans but fish-
ermen did not follow because fuel
costs were high and fish prices were
low, said Viacheslav Zilanov of the
Northwest Scientific Research Center
of the Sea Policy at Russia’s
Murmansk State Technical
University.

“These issues are much more com-
plicated,” Zilanov said through a
translator.

Balton said there is time and politi-
cal space to move smartly. The sym-
posium did not begin the discussion,
he said, but raised the issue’s profile.

“What this symposium did allow
was for a whole mix of people from
very different perspectives to come
together and talk about a common set
of issues, including people from all
the other Arctic nations,” he said.

He cited a need for “a science agen-
da collectively with our neighbors in
the Arctic” and a way to bring “com-
mitments related to future fisheries.”

“How that will look, who will be
involved, when it will take place,
who will pay for it — unknown at this
point,” he added.

Fish managers, commercial fisher-
men, conservation organizations and
indigenous people living along the
Arctic Ocean are looking for a path-
way for sustainable fisheries, said
Chris Krenz, Arctic project manager
for Oceana. The group is dedicated to
the health of oceans.

He contrasted that with what he
called an ongoing legal quagmire
between interest groups over oil and
gas development in the same region.

“There’s a tension in the govern-
ment to try to figure out how to man-
age things sustainably in the future,”
Krenz said. “We have two very differ-
ent, contrasting examples on how to
do that.”

Experts: Study Arctic ocean
‘The Arctic is certainly the least well under-
stood ocean on the planet.’

— David A. Balton, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 

JUNEAU (AP) — Financial filings from Alaska’s
largest cruise line have added some fog to its claim that
visits to the state declined this summer.

According to its financial results, Carnival Corp. car-
ried 2.48 million passengers in the summer quarter, up
from 2.32 million in the same period last year. The
cruise line operates in Alaska, the Caribbean, Mexico
and elsewhere, so it’s possible that increases elsewhere
made up for an Alaska drop.

Carnival, however, does not break out its Alaska
operations in quarterly reports. Corporate spokesman
Tim Gallagher initially offered to provide information
on how much Carnival’s Alaska visits declined, then
said it couldn’t be released.

“That’s not really something we make public,”
Gallagher told the Juneau Empire newspaper.

Chief Operating Officer Howard Frank told industry
analysts last month that the state’s head tax on cruise
ship passengers contributed to a decline in visits. The
industry has strongly opposed the tax adopted by
Alaska voters in 2006, and a trade group has filed suit
to strike it down.

While Carnival does not provide actual numbers, the
state of Alaska shows the total number of cruise ship
passengers is down slightly this year. Not counting
September and a few sailings in October, there were
824,499 cruise ship passengers, according to the Alaska
Department of Revenue.

That’s compared to 842,537 passengers during the
same timeframe last year. The state calculates cruise
ship revenue at nearly $38 million this year, off about
$800,000 from last year. Those figures also do not
include September or October figures for either year.

Chip Thoma, head of Responsible Cruising in
Alaska, the Juneau-based group responsible for the
head tax ballot initiative, said he doubted Carnival’s
claims of a decline and said the cruise industry would
remain strong in Alaska despite the tax.

“The recession is going away, the ships are full and
Disney is coming,” said Thoma, referring to Disney
Cruise Lines’ recent announcement that it will offer
cruises to Alaska.

But though two ships, including the Disney Wonder,
will be making new stops in Alaska, four ships have
been relocated to other destinations.

Frank told industry analysts ships are being relocat-
ed away from Alaska because of the ballot initiative.

“When we compare Alaska to other premium cruise
markets during the peak summer months, it is now far
less profitable than it has been in the past,” he said.

Carnival, with subsidiaries Princess Cruises and
Holland America Lines, is the largest cruise ship com-
pany in Alaska, and brought more than half of Juneau’s
roughly 1 million cruise visitors this summer.

Carnival numbers a mystery
‘The recession is going away,
the ships are full and Disney is
coming.’

— Chip Thoma, Responsible
Cruising in Alaska

See ‘Sick students,’ page 2 


