
By GENE JOHNSON
Associated Press Writer

SEATTLE — Authorities believe the
man sought in the slaying of four police
officers is still alive and has been aided by
a network of friends and family, a police

spokesman said Monday night.
Officers surrounded a house in the

Seattle suburb of Renton Monday
evening, the second time in two days
police had circled a home in their search
for suspected cop killer Maurice
Clemmons. Police questioned residents
who may have aided the suspect since the
Sunday morning shootings, Pierce County
Sheriff’s office spokesman Ed Troyer said.

Officers believe Clemmons was shot in
the abdomen during the attack on the
officers at a Parkland coffee shop. The 37-

year-old may have received medical help
and money from friends or family, Troyer
said. And police believe some of those
questioned have misled investigators to
help Clemmons remain at large, he said.

Police are certain Clemmons was in a
Seattle house on Sunday night, but was
able to flee before police could contain
the area. Police staked out that house
overnight before SWAT team members
determined early Monday that Clemmons
wasn’t there.

Clemmons has had access to handguns,

rifles and shotguns, Troyer said.
“It’s unfortunate he’s been a step or two

ahead of us.”
Monday morning’s realization that the

suspect had not been cornered after all
prompted police to fan out across the city,
looking for any sign of Clemmons.
Authorities posted a $125,000 reward for
information leading to his arrest in the
Sunday morning shooting rampage.

The manhunt came as authorities in
two states took heat for the fact that
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By ANDREW DAMSTEDT
Daily News Staff Writer

Ask any member of the South Tongass
Volunteer Fire Department for their favorite
aspect of the new fire station and the same
answer likely will follow: More space.

“The space, the ability to do larger classes,” Lt.
Josh Workman said. “We could only fit 12 people
in the old station, at most.” 

Volunteer firefighter Dale Lowell concurred
stating that he liked the larger area to train and
the bigger spaces for the vehicles.

The new fire station built near Seawatch Drive
is about five times larger than the former station.
An open house is planned for 7 p.m. Tuesday. 

“You could fit the entire (former) station into
half of the (newer station’s) bay,” Chief Scott
Davis said.

Dawson Construction started work in April
and completed the $2.1 million station earlier
this month.

The department moved into the new station

the weekend of Nov. 21. Only a few items remain
to complete the station, such as installing the fire
pole. One of the bigger unfinished aspects is find-
ing funds to complete the commercial kitchen,
according to Davis. 

That funding could come from proceeds after
selling the former fire station, as no other
Ketchikan Gateway Borough department
expressed any interest in taking over that facility,
Davis said.

The station has two drive-through bays for the
larger rigs, plus two more bays for other vehicles.
There’s also a storage area, a biohazard room and
offices for the department’s two employees. The
department has 39 volunteers in addition to its
two employees.

There are three apartments, a workout room, a
small kitchen and a living area in the new sta-
tion. Davis said the station complies with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, and has a public
restroom on the first floor and a community cen-
ter on the second floor.

“The bridge that goes somewhere,” Davis said,
of the wooden bridge that leads to the station’s
second floor.

The community center’s floor was painted so
people can play shuffleboard, checkers or chess,
hopscotch or tic-tac-toe. A playground is in the
works, according to Davis. Also in the communi-
ty center are photographs of department mem-
bers, which auxiliary chairwoman Traci Davis
was hanging Wednesday.

“I think it’s going to be a community center for
the South Tongass area,” she said of the new sta-
tion. “It’s my favorite part; there’s more room for
training of members.”

While there is more space in the new station, it
might take members a while to get used to the
extra room.

“After we moved in, we were having lunch in
the new kitchen area, and we were all sitting
there tight and huddled,” Scott Davis said. “We’re
just not used to it.”

andrew@ketchikandailynews.com

New fire station more roomy

South Tongass firefighters appreciate all the space

From left, South Tongass Fire Department Chief Scott Davis talks to volunteers Dale Lowell, Keith Knowles, Jeff Owings and Lt. Josh
Workman in the engine bays Wednesday at the department’s new station overlooking the Mountain Point boat ramp.
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By MARY PEMBERTON
Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE — Crews and equipment were being positioned Monday to
begin cleaning up a spill on Alaska’s North Slope that fouled an area of snow-
covered tundra estimated to about a quarter-acre in size.

A worker at the BP-operated Lisburne oil field noticed the spill from an 18-
inch pipeline early Sunday. Oil cleanup crews rushed to the leaking pipeline
at 3 a.m.

BP spokesman Steve Rinehart said the leak is in a flow line that carries a
mixture of oil and water to a processing center. He said it was not clear how
much oil leaked onto the tundra, but that the pipe was leaking at a “very, very
slow” rate.

Rinehart said any impacts on the flow of oil from the North Slope were minor.
The pipe, which is about 5 feet off the ground, was not in operation when

the leak was discovered. The oil and water leaking from the pipe is congeal-
ing and freezing in a cone-shaped pile, he said.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation estimates the spill
area at about a quarter-acre. The estimate includes an area that was “misted”
with oil.

The cleanup cannot begin until an official cleanup plan has been approved,
Rinehart said Monday afternoon. He did not know when that would be, but
said BP, the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation and the fed-
eral Environmental Protection Agency were working to get one in place as
soon as possible.

“We are anxious to start cleaning up as soon as we have an approved plan,”
Rinehart said.

North Slope
clean-up set
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By DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Riven by parti-
sanship, the Senate plunged into a
widely anticipated debate Monday
over sweeping health care legislation
that President Barack Obama and
congressional Democrats have vowed
to approve and Republicans have
sworn to block.

Debate is expected to last for weeks
over the legislation, which includes a
first-time requirement for most
Americans to carry insurance and a
mandate for insurers to cover any
paying customer regardless of med-
ical history or condition.

“We must avoid the temptation to
drown in distractions and distor-
tions,” Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid said in the first moments of the
first speech, a jab at Republicans that
was reciprocated minutes later.

“Well, I don’t know what’s more
preposterous: saying that this plan
’saves Medicare’ or thinking that peo-
ple will actually believe you,” Sen.
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, said of
Reid’s oft-made statement.

At a cost of nearly $1 trillion, the
legislation is designed to extend
health care to millions of American

who lack it, abolish insurance indus-
try practices such as denying cover-
age based on pre-existing conditions
and cut back on the rise of health
care spending overall.

Despite its huge price tag, the
Congressional Budget Office has esti-
mated the 2,074-page bill would
reduce federal deficits by $130 billion
over the next decade. In all, CBO said
31 million uninsured individuals
would receive insurance if the bill
were enacted, many of them assisted
by federal subsidies. As much as 94
percent of the eligible population
would wind up covered. The legisla-
tion would be paid for through a com-
bination of cuts in projected
Medicare payments to hospitals and
other providers, a payroll tax on the
wealthy and taxes on drug makers,
medical device manufacturers, own-
ers of high-cost insurance and others.

It has taken months to advance the
legislation to the floor, Democrats
struggling with their own internal divi-
sions as well as Republican opposition.

Democrats control 60 seats in the
Senate, precisely the number needed
to trump a promised Republican fili-
buster. While Reid spent most of the

Senate opens
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Officer shootings suspect eludes the law

Pierce Co. Sheriff’s dive team mem-
bers look for evidence Monday in a
pond at the Willows Apartments in
Parkland, Wash., near where four
police officers were fatally shot
Sunday morning.     AP Photo/Ted S. Warren See ‘Officers shot,’ page 3 

By MAE ANDERSON
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK — Retail Web sites kept amp-
ing up the deals Monday, the first day after
Thanksgiving weekend’s strong online sales,
to try to maintain the momentum.

Meanwhile, a research firm that tracks
business at stores reported tepid sales and
customer traffic for Friday and Saturday that
confirmed a so-so start to the season for the
bricks-and-mortar world.

Though the Web is only about 10 percent of
the holiday shopping pie, it’s seen most of the
growth so far this year — an encouraging sign
after last year’s first online sales decline.

Coremetrics, a Web analytics company in

San Mateo, Calif., said that as of 1 p.m.
Monday, sales for the day that the industry
still pitches as “Cyber Monday” were up 19.6
percent over a year ago.

The bright spot offers hope after traditional
retail sales came in just above flat for Black
Friday, with shoppers packing stores but
sticking to their lists, going for deep discounts
and practical items.

Investors voted with their dollars, reward-
ing online sellers. Amazon.com shares rose
$4.17, or 3.2 percent, to $135.91 on a day
when stocks of most traditional retailers fell
as Wall Street analyzed the sea of data and
anecdotal reports from the weekend.

ShopperTrak, which is based in Chicago

and tracks sales and traffic at more than
50,000 outlets, said late Monday that retail
sales for Friday and Saturday edged up 0.9
percent to $16.77 billion, while customer traf-
fic fell 2.7 percent compared with last year.
According to ShopperTrak, U.S. traffic slipped
2.5 percent on Friday, compared with an 18
percent drop in the year-ago period. Traffic
fell 3.2 percent Saturday, compared with a 17
percent drop a year ago.

ShopperTrak derives its estimates from
crowd-counting sensors in stores, combined
with data from the retailers themselves on
spending and how it relates to customer traf-
fic.

The ShopperTrak results contrast with a

report Sunday from the National Retail
Federation on its poll indicating that more
shoppers flocked to stores but each spent less
than last year.

The dueling assessments show the difficul-
ty of gathering and interpreting holiday week-
end results. A fuller picture won’t be known
until Thursday, when major retailers report
November sales figures.

Deeply discounted electronics such as flat-
screen TVs, game systems and netbooks were
popular, but more practical items such as
appliances and home decor were also big sell-
ers, as consumers took advantage of sales to
buy things for themselves.

Many shoppers started looking for online

deals ahead of what the industry still pitches
as “Cyber Monday,” as retailers stretched
their online deals over several days.

Target, Walmart, Amazon.com and other
retailers started offering the online equivalent
of Black Friday specials on Thanksgiving or
even earlier.

They stepped it up Monday. Amazon.com
was discounting the Apple iPod Touch 8GB
for $158, $20 less than Sunday and $40 off the
retail price of about $200. Target.com offered
a deal Monday for a Garmin GPS system for
$186.99, down from $249.99. Free shipping
was also prevalent.

Marshal Cohen, chief industry analyst at

Online retailers rev up deals to keep momentum
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